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Markets  

biofuels, chemicals, materials, ingredients 

200+ members 

• 35 industrial groups 

• 70 SMEs 

100+ companies 
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Markets  

biofuels, chemicals, materials, ingredients 
• Total R&I budget: 1 bn € 

• Public subsidies: 30-40% 

100 R&I projects 

200+ members 

• 35 industrial groups 

• 70 SMEs 

100+ companies 
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o Barley  23% 

o Wheat  19% 

o Sugar beet  57% 

o Rapeseed  20% 

o Potatoes  39% 

o Hemp  47% 

o Flax  13% 

o Alfalfa  80% 

Ref : Agreste, 2007 

% surface in France 

Picardie and   

 Champagne-Ardenne  

  regions 
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A major agricultural area 
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+ 200 Companies 

+ 30,000 jobs 

€ 1.8 bn 

6400 staff 

€ 4.4 bn  

13,000 staff 

€ 3.1 bn  

 3,700 staff 

€ 6.5 bn  

6,500 staff 

€ 3 bn  

6,600 staff 

1.2 bn  

1,500 staff o Sugar refineries 

o Starch refineries 

o Malting plants 

o Cereal mills 

o Oil crush plants 

 

Picardie and   

 Champagne-Ardenne  

  regions 
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A major Agro-industrial area 

 Structured industrial  

  value chains 
 

 Major industrial actors 
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Laon 

o 4 Universities 

o 2 Graduate schools 

o INERIS research center  

(Risks, sustainability,…) 

o 3 INRA centers (Agronomy 

Research Institute) 

o 4 Technological hubs 

3 open Innovation 

platforms 

F r d 

A 25 year cluster initiative 
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Biorefineries development in Europe 

“Les Sohettes” 

is a good 

illustration of 

an integrated  

rural 

biorefinery  
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Succinic acid demo plant 

Bioethanol plants 

Sugar Refinery Wheat Processing Mill 

OUTPUT OUTPUT 

Sucrose Glucose 

CO2 

Ethanol 

1000 kt/y 

70 kt/y 

400 kt/y 

500 kt/y 

350 Mhl/y 

H2O 

150 kt/y 

120 kt/y 

H2O, K+ 

H2O, K+ 

180 kt/y 

250 kt/y 

700 kt/y 
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Biorefinery: 

An industrial reality ! 
© Champagne-Céréales 

More than a concept, 
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Thank you for your attention 
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